HOA ponds are not just for aesthetics; their primary functions are vital to community
infrastructure and the local ecosystem. They are engineered systems, required by law,
designed to manage stormwater and protect the surrounding environment.

Key functions of HOA ponds include:

. Stormwater Management and Flood Prevention: The most critical purpose of
these ponds is to collect and temporarily store excess rainwater runoff from rooftops,
roads, and other hard surfaces. This slows the flow of water into local drainage systems
and natural waterways, which significantly reduces the risk of localized flooding and
property damage during heavy rain events.

. Water Quality Improvement: As water collects in the ponds, they act as natural
filtration systems. Sediments, fertilizers, oils, chemicals, and other pollutants are
trapped, allowing them to settle at the bottom or be absorbed by aquatic vegetation,
This process cleans the water before it is slowly released into the broader environment.
Our fountains provide a beautiful addition of the ponds; however, they also greatly
increase the water quality of the ponds.

. Erosion Control: By slowing down the velocity of stormwater runoff, the ponds
help prevent soil erosion on community property and downstream. This protects the
structural integrity of the pond's embankments and other local infrastructure.

. Regulatory Compliance: Local, state, and federal regulations mandate the
installation and proper maintenance of stormwater management facilities. HOAs are
responsible for ensuring these ponds remain functional to comply with these
environmental laws and avoid potential legal issues or fines.

. Property Value Enhancement: While the function of the ponds are primary, a
properly maintained, healthy pond enhances the visual appeal and marketability of a
community, which can positively impact property values.

Maintaining an HOA pond is a multi-faceted responsibility involving both routine and
non-routine tasks to ensure it remains functional, compliant with regulations, and
aesthetically pleasing.

In summary, these ponds are essential working parts of our community's infrastructure.
The ponds require regular maintenance to ensure they continue to perform their vital
environmental and safety functions.



Key Practices for Success
. Create an O&M Manual: Obtain or create a formal Operation & Maintenance
manual that outlines specific tasks, schedules, and responsible parties.

. Water Quality Monitoring: Regularly checked water quality parameters (like
nutrient levels and clarity) and treat for algae or excess nutrients as needed, potentially
using beneficial bacteria or aeration systems.

. Mechanical Equipment Checks: Inspect any pumps, fountains, valves, or gates to
ensure they are working correctly and perform necessary maintenance or repairs.

. Adequate Funding: Our HOA needs to establish a dedicated maintenance fund to
cover both routine upkeep and non-routine, potentially expensive repairs like dredging
severe leaking etc.

. Resident Education: We need to educate residents on best practices, such as
proper disposal of pet waste and not using excessive fertilizers or pesticides, to
minimize pollutants entering the pond.

- Documentation: Keep detailed records of all inspections, maintenance activities,
repairs, and associated costs for compliance and planning purposes.



